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ABSTRACT

This study is a comparative textual analysis of obenetaphors in three literary genres of prosestgyoand
drama as represented by one literary work each.rmidtaphors were identified, isolated from the téisted down and
classified according to their respective categosieguided by Newmark's (1988) classification adtaphors, namely;
adapted metaphors, ii) Cliché metaphors, iii) Desdaphors, iv) Original metaphors, v) recent metaphand vi) Stock
or standard metaphors. The overall findings in@iche predominance of poetry, as represented g $6Lawino’, over
other genres in the use of metaphors though nan samiles. The comparative distribution showedt ttheere was rich
diversity in and unequal distribution of metaphbesh across the genres and across the metapha ©pehé Metaphors
dominated above all others in the three texts, thehplay towering above all else. As for the simjladapted Metaphors
dominated all other with a total of 90 occurreneath the poetry taking the lead. At structural levas guided by
Tarasova’'s (1975) typology of metaphors, the figdinndicated that there was predominance of metapsgrving the
predication function over those with an identifyifugction, notably in the drama, while structurallyord category was

more dominant followed by propositions.
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